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were standing On the bank of the riven They
seem to have approached the boy and said a good
word or two to him and told him that there was a
lot of good basil further on and that he could pick
it if he would go with them. The boy did not
wish to go with them. In fact, he was afraid to
go. But he dare not say 'no' and begin a quarrel
immediately. So he decided to follow them some
little distance and then run away. They took
him with them and he could not escape. He was
taken to some house farther away and was not
able to come out till eight days later.

The mother was distressed and made a
search all over the town. The boy was not to be
found. She took a complaint to the palace.
The servants of the palace also searched but
could get no information. Finally, somebody
whispered to them that they had heard the boy
crying from some house.^ As he was the son of a
servant-woman of the palace, the complaint was
taken to Purniah, The man who is now prime
minister is that same Purniah, It is not now
possible to say what this man did in those days
when such complaints carne. The people in the
town are greatly dissatisfied with him in this
connection. When there was pressure on this
behalf from the palace, the Sultan ordered that a